RECOVERY, 1935
arrangements had been completed to proclaim the due acces-
sion to the throne of the Prince of Wales. At the death of
Edward VII an embarrassing claim had been posted at the
Palace Gates on behalf of Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria.
King George was sincerely mourned. The papers appeared
with heavy black lines on the day of his death and on that of his
funeral. All broadcasting programmes were cancelled and
theatres and cinemas closed. On January 23rd the body was
brought to London, where it lay in state at Westminster Hall,
crowds filing past it every day, often at the rate of fifteen thou-
sand an hour. The funeral was to take place on Tuesday the
28th, and on the night before, at midnight, the new Kong him-
self and his three brothers mounted guard for half an hour over
their father's coffin. A day of National Mourning followed. The
streets of London were sparingly but harmoniously draped in
purple. The crowd, a large part of which had waited all night
on the pavement, made quite a jolly affair of the funeral with
lunch-baskets and camp-stools. 'Where's George?5 someone cried
gaily in Trafalgar Square; for the cortege from Westminster to
Paddington Station, where it was to take train for the interment
at St. George's Chapel, Windsor Castle, had failed to appear on
time. The cry was taken up and a great roar of laughter arose.
'Where's George?' was a popular advertising catchword of
Lyons* restaurants. Yet there was no disrespect in the laughter.
'He was a good little man and we'll miss him.' The new King,
Edward VIII, walked behind the coffin with five other kings,
and the representatives of numerous states, including Nazi
Germany. According to the Daily Worker, General Goering had
wished to come himself, but was warned by the Foreign Office
that his personal safety could not be guaranteed in view of the
hostility of Jewish refugees and others; Baron von Neurath and
some generals came instead. The U.S.S.R. sent Marshal Tuka-
chevsky and his wife. There were seven thousand casualties in
the funeral crowds.
Two strange incidents were reported in the. American Press:
the first that the small golden cross fell off the Crown as it was
being carried on a cushion at the funeral service. Omen or
accident? The second was reported in Britain also, but only by
the Daily Worker, on January soth: 'It appears that King Carol,
who does not often get among the lights of London, woke up on
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